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Frequently Asked Questions
Q.   What is a NYS Sexual Offense Evidence Collection Kit?

A. The NYS Sexual Offense Evidence Collection kit is designed to assist New York State hospitals in the uniform collection of evidentiary specimens in any case in which the crime/incident involved is a sexual assault.  The kit includes 15 steps with envelopes for collection, swabs, slides, etc.  

Q.   What is a NYS Drug Facilitated Sexual Assault Kit?
A. This kit is only to be used in conjunction with a NYS Sexual Offense Evidence Collection Kit and should be used if the victim blacked out or victim feels like they were drugged or have memory loss, etc.
Q. How do I order kits?

A. You can order kits on line at http://criminaljustice.state.ny.us/ofpa/evidencekit.htm  or call the Division of Criminal Justice Services, Office of Program Development and Funding, Violence Against Women Unit at 518-457-9726. 
When DJCS submits the order to the vendor the kits are shipped UPS and take 7-10 business days from time vendor ships the order.
Q.  How many cases of kits can a hospital order at one time?
A. Kits can be ordered as often as needed.  In order to avoid having kits sit around unused for several months, only a reasonable amount of kits should be ordered at one time.   “Reasonable” is defined by quantity of sexual assault exams performed at a given hospital.  Hospitals in urban areas will need to order larger quantities than hospitals in rural areas.
Q.  How many kits are in a case?

A.    NYS Sexual Offense Evidence Collection Kits  -  12 per case.

NYS Drug Facilitated Sexual Assault Kits -  6 per case.               

Q.  Hospital is completely out of kits….what do you do?
A.   If a hospital finds they are completely out of kits the following is the best thing to do:

1. Call surrounding hospitals to see if they have kits and if they can spare a couple until the kits ordered through DCJS are received.  DCJS can help identify nearby hospitals if the caller is not sure.
2. Go to the Division of Criminal Justice Services website and order kits at http://www.criminaljustice.state.ny.us/ofpa/evidencekit.htm
3. Or call the Violence Against Women Unit at the Division of Criminal Justice Services at 518-457-9726.
4. Kits can be mailed express at the hospital’s expenses. 
Q.   I have expired DFSA kits can I order more?

A. When the vendor (PWI) creates the kits, they put blood tubes in that are good for almost a year out.  If you have tubes that have expired, it might mean that the DFSA kits have been sitting unused for an extended time.   The expiration date has to do with the ability of the tube to actually draw the blood.  We recommend rotating your kits when you order….keeping the older kits up front.   If the blood draws, the tube is fine even though there is an expiration date on it.   However, for legal ramifications, it is not recommend using an expired tube.  It causes unnecessary questions regarding the integrity of the specimen.  The hospital can simply substitute unexpired GREY top tubes.  However, if the hospitals grey top tubes are smaller, collect more tubes.  Labs need as close to 20 ml as possible.   That being said – we can send new DFSA kits if the hospital does not have grey top tubes.  Kits can be ordered as often as needed so there is no need to over order, this will help eliminate expired grey top tubes.

Q.  Is there an expiration date on the Sexual Assault Evidence Collection kits?

A. There is no expiration date on the kit.  The only thing in the kit that has an expiration date on it is the buccal swab.  That date actually refers to the guarantee of sterility.  PWI (the vendor who compiles the kits) purposely inserts buccal swabs that have expiration dates out at least a year or so, to avoid any expiration date issues.  This is a reason why we question (and sometimes do not allow) large quantities of kits to be sent to programs.  The kits need to be used within a reasonable timeframe (depending on urban, suburban or rural and the number of sexual assaults). Please make sure that when you (or the SAE Coordinators) order new kits that the older ones get used up first; hopefully, this will help you avoid expiration date concerns in the future.
Q.  Can I order kits for training purposes?
A. DCJS can only provide kits free of charge to hospitals for victims of sexual assault.  Kits can be purchased for training from PWI by calling (585) 593-6645.  
Q.  How long after a sexual assault can a kit be done?
A. A health care assessment and evaluation must be offered to all patients reporting sexual assault, regardless of the length of time which may have elapsed between the assault and the examination. If the assault occurred within 96 hours, a New York State Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit is used.  If it is determined that the assault took place more than 96 hours prior to the examination, the use of an evidence collection kit could still be done if the victim wishes to have one collected and/or if the examiner feels there might be a possibility of finding evidence.  With advances in DNA there is not a good definitive cut-off time.  Clearly if it has been weeks after the assault, it would be unlikely to find DNA evidence, however, a health care assessment might still be a good idea.
