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SOFT BODY ARMOR VEST REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM


GENERAL INFORMATION

1.
Purpose and Intent of this Program is to provide eligible police officers with custom fitted ballistic soft body armor vests capable of sustaining multiple hits from various types of commonly encountered handgun ammunition fired from various types of commonly encountered handguns, including, but not limited to, any firearm or firearms considered by an applicant to be standard issue for its police officers, with the ability to disperse deliverable shock in such a manner as to protect the wearer from extreme shock injury.  It is the further intent of the Part to adopt specifications for such vests that permit the selection of vests that are comfortable to wear throughout an entire eight-hour shift, thereby encouraging police officers to wear them at all times while on duty.

2.
Pursuant to Executive Law  (837-d, a municipal corporation (city, county, town, village or police district), public authority, public benefit corporation or State agency is eligible for soft body armor vest reimbursement by the State if the end user is:

a.
Defined as a police officer in Section 1.20 - Subdivision 34 of the Criminal Procedure Law; and

b.
The officer(s regular duties are such that they may expose him/her to serious physical injury which may result in death or disability.

3.
Reimbursement: After first seeking reimbursement from the Federal Bulletproof Vest Partnership Program, the Commissioner of the Division of Criminal Justice Services may approve reimbursement of the cost of purchasing vests for use by eligible police officers provided such vests have been tested and classified as Type I, IIA, II and IIIA under the United States Department of Justice, National Institute of Justice standard for the Ballistic Resistance of Police Body Armor, NIJ Standard 0101.03 (April 1987) as amended and that conform to the specifications for vests set forth in Section 6030.6 of Part 6030 of Title 9 of the New York State Code of Rules and Regulations (NYCRR).

a.
Effective March 18, 2004 the maximum reimbursement which DCJS will approve is $427.41 for Type IIA Level Vests, $479.75 for Type II, and $562.65 for Type IIIA for non-contract purchases.  At the present time there is a contract in place between the New York State Office of General Services and multiple vendors which allows agencies to purchase soft body armor at the above prices.  Local purchasing staff should contact Customer Service at (518) 474-6717 if they desire additional information.
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b.
If a department chooses to purchase a vest other than the model on the state contract, it is the department(s responsibility to insure that the purchased vest complies with the program standards and to secure and maintain a permanent record of the manufacturer(s certificate of insurance.  The certificate should be filed with and retained by the chief fiscal officer for the municipality or state agency, as the case may be.  In accordance with Section 837-d of the Executive Law, the manufacturer shall produce a certificate of insurance evidencing liability insurance at a minimum coverage of at least five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000.00) per occurrence for injury or death suffered as a result of a defect in the manufacture of the vest.  The insurance must remain in effect for the projected life of any vest purchased.

c.
Applicants should be aware that the appropriation language which establishes funding for the Soft Body Armor Reimbursement Program, requires reimbursement to be made from the appropriation year in effect at the time of armor purchase.  The State fiscal year begins April first and ends March thirty-first, with funds being available to the following September fifteenth for liquidation purposes.

For example, armor purchased during June 2004 must be reimbursed from funded appropriated for State fiscal year 2004/05 (April 1, 2004 - March 31, 2005).

Therefore, applicants are urged to submit their request for reimbursement as soon as the armor is paid for by the applicant(s fiscal office.

4.
Any applicant seeking reimbursement must apply for Federal Funds first.

a.
The law requires that municipal corporations and public authorities (other than State public authorities) make application for Federal funds, if available.  Applicants who fail to do so may not be entitled to reimbursement.

The Commissioner of DCJS, with the consent of the State Comptroller, may waive such failure for good cause.  Requests for waivers must be made by the Chief Executive or Administrative Officer to the Commissioner of DCJS; the requests must give reasons why the applicant did not apply for available funds.

5.
Any applicant seeking reimbursement shall also report private fund sources.

a.
Monies received from any organization or association, fraternal or otherwise, for the specific purpose of purchasing soft body armor vests for eligible police officers must be reported on the application for reimbursement.

6.
For additional information please call DCJS, Office of Financial Services (518) 457-6105.

